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Sept. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Statement on the Conclusion of the Independent Counsel’s Investigation
of Henry G. Cisneros
September 7, 1999

Henry has been a dedicated public official
who served the American people and this ad-
ministration with distinction. He is also a good

friend. I am pleased that this matter is finally
behind him, and I wish him and his family all
the best.

Message on the Observance of Rosh Hashana, 1999
September 7, 1999

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Rosh Hashana.

During this season of renewal and redemp-
tion, Jews from across the nation and around
the world heed the sound of the shofar an-
nouncing the beginning of the High Holy Days
and gather together with family and friends to
celebrate the creation of the world and the be-
ginning of the new year.

Rosh Hashana is a time for rejoicing, but it
also is a time for serious prayer and reflection.
Jews give thanks for their blessings and repent
for their mistakes. They resolve to change what
they can to make the new year better than the
last.

Regrettably, this past year saw too many ex-
amples of hatred and violence inspired by igno-

rance and prejudice. We all can learn from the
Jewish people’s strong dedication to civil rights
and tolerance, and we all must redouble our
efforts to combat the forces of intolerance that
still linger in our society.

As we celebrate Rosh Hashana, I urge all
Americans to join the Jewish community and
to come together as a nation to speak out against
hate crimes and to appreciate our common hu-
manity. Together, we can work to ensure that
the tragedies of the past year are not repeated
and that the coming year is filled with happiness
and peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes for
a meaningful observance.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks to the NBA Champion San Antonio Spurs
September 7, 1999

Thank you very much. Please be seated, ev-
eryone.

Welcome to the White House. I want to say
a special word of welcome to Peter Holt, to
Gregg Popovich, obviously, to the San Antonio
Spurs. We’re also joined today by four Members
of the House of Representatives from the great
State of Texas: Congressmen Gonzalez,
Rodriguez, Bonilla, and Edwards. And we thank
them for being here.

I want to acknowledge the team captains,
Avery Johnson and David Robinson, who is the
only graduate of the Naval Academy playing in
the NBA. That’s important, because I have to

stick up for the service academies here. It’s part
of my job, you know. [Laughter] I’d also like
to offer a special word of welcome to Sean
Elliott. He’s had a tough few months; we’re
glad to see him here. Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Everybody who works around here at the
White House and who knows me knows that
I am a basketball fanatic. You know, I live for
the NCAA finals and the NBA finals, and I
follow basketball very closely. And I’ve been for-
tunate enough to be good friends with two or
three reasonably successful basketball coaches,
who have taught me a little about the game.
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